
 
 

 

Life Group Preparation Notes: 

Easter: Not my will, but Your will be done! 

Good Friday - April 2017  

Worship and Prayer: Set up the time of worship and prayer response by acknowledging that 

this is our personal check-in time with God. Suggested song is “Man of Sorrows” By Hillsong 

Worship. Allow for 2 minutes of silence for people to reflect on the song and a phrase that caught 

your attention. Don't go around in a circle; wait for each person to pray. 

Check-in: What was special for you about Easter 2017? 

Goal for this week: To learn obedience through what He suffered and what I suffer. 

Background:  

“God the Son, perfectly obedient to God the Father from all Eternity, ‘learned obedience through 

what He suffered’. As the Son learned this perfect and humble obedience as He yielded to the 

Father’s will, the first drops of His bloody agony seeped out of His pores (Luke 22:44). 

No one understands better than God how difficult it can be for a human to embrace the will of God. 

And no human has suffered more in embracing the will of God the Father than the Son. 

God’s will for us however painful it is now, will result in joy inexpressible and full of glory, and the 

salvation of our souls (1 Peter 1:8-9).”  

Extract from “Your sorrow will turn into joy” by John Piper, Desiring God. 

 

God’s Word: Read Mark 14:36; Philippians 2:6,8; Hebrews 5:8,9; Luke 22:44; Hebrews 7:25;             

1 Peter 1:8-9 

 

Group Discussion: 
 

1. Jesus experienced many kinds of suffering during his life time on earth. Share with the group 

one form of suffering you have gone through and how this has transformed your life.  

2. In the Garden of Gethsemane, Jesus understood clearly what God was asking of Him – so much 

so that He asked God to take the cup of suffering from Him. “Yet not what I will, but what You 

will.”  

These are the words that Jesus spoke to God in the garden as He contemplated what had been 

asked of Him in order for mankind to be reconciled back to God. Share with the group what is 

your “Garden of Gethsemane” as you surrender your will to His.  



 
 

 

3. To surrender our will to God’s will requires obedient trust. As you prepared for Easter and the 

celebration of His resurrection, what did or has God been asking you to be obedient with and to 

trust Him to work out in your life? What makes it easy or difficult for you to trust God? Wait for 

each person to share with no interruptions. 

 

4. When Jesus asks us to follow Him, whatever the cost, He is not calling us to do something He is 

either unwilling to do or has never done Himself.  His death on the cross, bought us salvation  

(1 Peter1:8-9), a cost that we can only begin to fathom, yet it is freely given to us. Consider 

what Jesus did on the cross for you. Share with the group how this has impacted you in how you 

live your life. 

 

 

Next Steps: 

Pair up with an accountability person and encourage one another to surrender and trust God by 

taking the necessary steps to draw closer to God and to be obedient to His will for your life. 

 
 

Others: 

Be alert to the opportunities as the Holy Spirit leads to share your own testimony of what God 

has done in your life over this Easter time. 

 
 

Check-Out and Prayer Time: 

Pair up in two’s or three’s. Acknowledge where God is asking you to be obedient to Him. Then 

pray prayers of encouragement for one another. 

 

 

 


